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RHODODENDRON AND CAMELLIA GROUP.
. BULLETIN NO. 12, APRIL 1980, s ®
CALENDAR FOR NEXT FEW MONTHS, N.B. SEE ALSO "BRANCH ACTIVITIES".

AFPR 19  Wessex Branch - two gardehs to visit.| See Bulletin No. 11.
20 Leonardslee - first opening. See Bulletin No, 11.
25 Cornish Tour begins. See Bulletin Noj 11,
229 RHS Show. Flower Show. THE RHODODENDRON SHOW.
30 ~ditto- -ditto- wditto-
MAY 10 Wessex Branch - visit to Wakehurst, Arrive by 10,30 a,.m,
{18 The High Beeches Eopen by invitation = includes Group
(25 . =ditto~- members, See Bulletin No, 11,
20 CHELSEA SHOW -~ FELLOWS' DAY.
21 GROUP VISIT TO TWO GARDENS IN KENT - BEE PAGE 3,

-~ (21 CHELSEA SHOW - open to the public.
22 ~ditto- -ditto-
23 —-ditto- -ditto-
JUN 7 Wessex Branch - two gardens to visit. See "Gardens Open".
17  RHODODENDRON GROUP ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - SEE BELOW.
17 RHS Show. Early Summer Show. (RHODODEVDRON GROUP EXHIBIT -
18 -ditto- ~-ditto- SEE "BRANCH ACTIVITES".
JUL E 8 RHS Show. Flower and Fruit Show,
9 =ditto- ~ditto~
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MATTERS OF IMMEDIATE OR CURRENT INTEREST.,
1, SUBSCRIPTIONS - IMPORTANT NOTICE, The Hon, |Treasurer reports
that ‘there are approximately one hundred members who have not paid
thelr subscriptions for the current year. It would be appreciated
if these members would attend to this matter veny soon. To save
adminigtrative coste and to help efficiency in the payments system,
will they please use the slip already provided gt the bottom of Page
One of Bulletin No., 10 ? Individual reminders will be sent to those
who have still not paid when the AGM notices are sent out,
2, IMPORTANT NOTICE ¥ROM HON.SEC. ELECTIONS TO |EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
In terma of the Constitution and Rules of The Rhododendron
and Camellia Group, the affairs of the Group are in the hands of the
Officers and eight elected members. - These are at present:

Chairman: Major E.W.M.Magor. Vice~Chairman: Mr G.A;Hardy.
Hon. Secretary: Mr J.Waugh Owens., Hon. Treasurer: Mr D,N.Farnes.

Exécutiverﬁommittee:

Mr J.D.Bond, Mr A.D.Schilling, My J.Sanders.
Mr A,F.George, Mr J.T.Gallagher, The |Lady Anne Palmer,
Sir Giles Loder, Lady Adam Gordon.

Mr K.J.W.Lowes, Editor of the Bulletin, was co-opted as
a membex of the Executive Committee at thelr meeting or 11 July
1978, In addition, the Regional Branch Organisers are ex-officio
members of the Executive Committee. ‘

; In accordance with Rule 4, Mr J.T.Gallagher and Lady

Adam Gordon retire, Mr Gallagher is willing to|serve a further term.

In accordance with Rule 10, candidates for electlon to the
Executive Committee shall be proposed and secondged by members of the
Group and must sign theilr nomination papers which must reach the Hon,
Secretary not later than 3 June 1980, i.e. 14 days before the Annual
General Meeting on 17 June 1980,
RHODODENDRON AND CAMELLIA GROUP, NOMINATION PAPER for two

candidates for election to the Executive Committee.
NAME SECONDED BY CANDTDATE'S SIGNATURE,

MENBER'S SIGI:]AT[]RE.t.t.tlll.l!l!o'.'lo..llooo..DATE-i..-.l..loool..--
]}'{LEIBER'S NAIIGE (IN BLOCKI‘ETTERS)l‘-ll'.l.....'.!l.lll-llb...lﬁ.lll'...

T0: J.Waugh Owens, Hon. Secretary, The Rhodo@endron and Camallia
Group, dJubilee Lodge, Yarpole, Leominster, HPrefordshlre HR6 OBA,
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THE YEAR BOOK,., The .printers have still not bee
Year Book in gplte of their urgent wishes to ob

- -

Editor, Miss Elspeth Napier, has now obtained f

thing they can give to an undertaking, that the
delivered to the Group's Hon. Secretary

end of the month (i,e, the end of Aprilj. Thos
struggle to get the book printed and delivered
have done everything tha
Relationse™,

Mr J.W

t+ can be done in this .a

| able to deliver the
ige. The Socilety's
om them the nearest
coples will be

ugh Owens, at - the
involved in the

0 members seem to

azing age of "Labour

OLDER YEAR BOOKS. Here the position is the very reverse. The Hon.
Secretary reports that he still has a-faw.copieg of back numbers of
?

certain Year Books, Those available, and. prices including postage
and packing in the UK and by surface mail abroa are ag follows:~

1948 £0, 93 13 copies

1970 2, 25 14 "

1973 1e 20 29 "

1974 1. 20 2 *

1977 1. 75 5 "

1978 1. 75 3 o B

5 o o The Bulletin Editor is a Keen student of these

Year Booke, and in that capacity wished to draw| special attention to~
the years 1948, 1970, 1973 and 1974, which are pecoming more valuable
in both senses year by -year; they are bargains,

BOOKS AGAIN. When I appealed for help in obta
bulletins for editorial use I had the perfect repsponse; that is, the
right number of replies and the right number of| bulletins. I am very
grateful for this, and maeke regular use of the {file.

As I have just mentioned, I use the older [Year Books a lot; I
also use the various reference books on Rhododendrons a great deal,
chiefly for personal interest but quite regularly in deing bulletin
work, = I have a useful personal collection, but it has a few holes
in it which I am constantly trying to plug. I know that some of my
colleagues who are Officers of the Group have gimilar wishes, in
particular Mr John Sanders who runs the Conservation of Rare Plants

ining copies of early

bureau.

follows:- 1950, 1955, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961,

badly need a copy of the 1967 Species Handbook,

learn of any of these being available for sale;
years are also available I can arrange

enquirers,

GARDENS OPEN.
given & mention in the Bulletin Calendar from
Wessex Branch gardens which can be visited (N.J
the Group) on Tth June are not of the Outstand]
type; a note about each may therefore be of he,
\ My Millais' nursery is probably at least ]
his regular advertisements in The Garden. The
of what may be looked for there - a gtock of w
hybrids which extends well beyond the Garden c
the region of rarities. Many are dwarf, small

Unlike the majority of the "G4

There are eight blanks in my collecti

to put g
A word on condition and price asked

on.of Year Books, 48
1964 and 1965, I also
I should be glad to
if advised that other
fferers in touch with

would be helpful.

yrdens . Open" which are

time to time, the two

B, by any member of

ing Historical Interest
lp,. '

cgown'about, because of
e give an indication
ncommon species and
entre range and into

or compact growers,

?

SHOULD YOU COMPLETE THE SLIP AT THE FOOT OF PAGE 1. 7
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Tt I |
but there are very int
is congiderable - some

The' other Wessex

Branch Organiser, Mr'Kobert Dudley-Cooke.

with the following not
He todk over the)

years ago in a totally
. immediately adjacent +

70 years ago and thers
mature proportions, ar
ponticum, '

‘Mr Dudley-Cooke H
re~-designed the whole
now in the process of
the woodland., He las g
and is slowly but sure
He has introduced intd
azaleas and about 200
modern hybrids as well
unfortunately are not

In addition there
a fair number of matul

The garden will Y

- % .
ereéting big ones too, The rénge of 'varieties?
_hundreds. The garden is open from 3,15 p,m,

Branch garden open on that day is that of the

He has kindly supplied me
€4

gardens, which extend to some 5
derelict state, save for the'two lawns

o the house., The garden was planted out about
fore a good many of the conifers have reached

d the garden abounds in early hardy hybrids and

or 6 acres, four

as created a water/rock garden and totally
layout of the formal part of +the garden; he is
constructing a Japanese garden in the edge of
1lso planted out certein areas of ‘the woodland,
1y reclaiming areas of woodland and replanting,
the garden a very large collection of evergreen
rhododendrons, meny of which are of the more

88 the large-flowering hybrids which
a8 yet matured,

is a fairly extensive dwarf conifer collection,
e Magnolia trees, and specilalist shrubs,

e open from 2 p,m, onwards, and a cup of tea-

will be available ~ oJtdoors on the lawn if the weather is favourable,

or indoors if it is nd
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BRANCH ACTIVITIES.,
RHODODENDRON GROUP DIS

t.

—-.-u-—-———-—.—-..-—-.-—.-—-..—-—._.-q.-

PLAY,

The Wessex Branch
RHS Bhow at Vincent 39
willl be on behalf of 1
helping with the priox
night before -~ i,e, Mo
Staging operations will
touch with Mr Dudley~C
Farnham GU9 8TN; +tele

(BRANCH ACTIVITIES con

ome ER m e R e mn bm e e

will be staging a Rhododendron Exhibit at. the
uare on 1'7th and 18th of June; this exhibist

he Group. Anyone who would be interested in
‘work, and barticularly the staging, on the
nday 16th June -~ would be more than welcome,

1 commence at about 5 P.m, Please get in
ooke at Montclare House, Greenhill Road,

phone Farnham 26789,

tinues on Page 4 under CONSERVATION) .

..._____..._._,_____.__,_.___..__..______

RHODODENDRON GROUP ONE-DAY VISIT ON CHELSEA

WEDNESDAY, 21ST MAY,

IWO GARDENS IN SOUTH EAST BRANCH AREA.

The Group's Vicenbhairman, Mr G.,Alan Hardy, has kindly made
arrangements for visits to two gardens in Kent, as follows:—

10,30 a,.u, LAD

2,30 pem, SANDLING PARK, near Hythe.

‘HOUSE, Goudhurst. ?Lady Jesselg.
Major Hardy

Some information about| these two gardens and their locations can be

found in the 1980 issue

of the National Gardens Scheme "Yellow Book",

on pages 74 and 76 respectively,

Will those who wigh to talke
by Tth May; a tear-off 81lip is provided below,
have been made for lunrh, as there are several

rub food" type in the
and restaurants.

part please let Mr Alan Hardy know
No fixed arrangements
pubs of the "good

rea between the two gardens, as well as hotels
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BRANCH H ACTIVITIES — CONSERVATION.

'In the bulletins of the last two years ther
notés on this subject from Mr John Sanders, who
of requests and offers for what may 1oosely be ¢
Progress go far has not been spectacular, and in
improve the pogition the Wessex Branch convened’
their future plans, This was held at Mr Sanders

1980, under the chairmanghip of the Wessex Branm
Sifting-in with the séveral Wess&

Dudley-Gooke.
the Rhododendron Group Chairman, Major Magor, an

have heen several
~ordinates  the flow
lled "rare plants"
a further effort to
meeting to discuss
home on 12th March

Wessex Branc% meeting, 12th March\

Branch members were

Proposals and actual offers for obtaining and supplying

propagation material were made, discussed and ac
for.the vork, growing space and facilities for p
The general aim might be expressed as a.self-hel
within the Branch, As an interested observer, m
real progress has now been made and a proper wor
béing launched.

Should any other Branch make progress in th
Group Chairmgn and I would be glad to have the i
in order that, preferably, it may be disseminate
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CONSERVATION,

At the present time steps are being taken b
the leadershlp of the Chairman, to secure the pr
continuance in cultivation of many of the mqst e
those honoured by RHS awards. Already a great d
been carried out by a volunteer Group Member, Mr
now efforts are being made to run to earth the m
original plants. Of course, some of the finest
never have been submitted for award, and there i
situation here, which 1s a separate matter., At
of the most influential and thoughtful rhododend
lent .their minds to the pursuit of clarity in de
of the finest examples .of introduced species; O
contributionto this small but significant body o
literature is an article by the late Frank Kingd
heading "Collectors! Numbers“ on pages 48-=51 of
A very recent re-examination of the subject occul
new book "The larger species of Rhododendron" (B
with the permission of author ahd publisher I am|
allowed to reproduce below the section .on this:s
on page 84. . ; .

i CONSERVATION AND THB FUTURE OF SPECT

It is sad +to consider that. every year therg|:
authentic. plants ‘from wild collected seed of the

cepted,. as. were plans
ropagatlon itgelf,

p unit operating

y own view is that
kable plan is now

ig direction,
1format10n if.

o e em me e e e e wm e e

y the Group, under
pgervation and

eal of research has
ry Betty Jackson, and
aximum number of - the
forms of species may
B a very complex
various times some
ron enthusiasts have
ftermining the future
ne very important

£ our rhododendron
on-Ward, under the
the 1956 Year Book,
rs ‘in Mr Peter Cox's
atsford, 1979), and
gratlfied to be:
ubgect whilch- begins .

ES‘IN'GKRBENS.
‘are fewsyr and fewer
Forrest): Wilson,

Kingdon Ward, Rock and Ludlow and Sherriff expeditions Ieft alive in
gardens, the great majority of which hawve never4§een propagated

vegetatively, With virtually no material now c

ing:out of China,

Burma, Tibet and Arunachal Pradesh. (NEFA, northern Assam) due to

political troublea, these plants are at present

irreplaceable, "

(to page 5)

Organiser, Mr Robert

1 the Bulletin Editor.

both the
possible

Bteemed rhododendrons,
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to the neglecﬂe
es have reached
alue have to pa
long time to flower .and sho
pPlace .gives an example of what h
has also frequently happened in Britain (AMRS
'"For several years most of the plants grown f
appeared quite uninteresting, and yet even afi
those I have remaining (50 plants) have yet to
course establishes them as of no value to the
and perhaps accounts in part why more of then
year however, there are more and more of thes
the interest of those who pass through my gar
would well deserve a place in the garden even
Also, each year there are more and more visit
might be permitted to take cuttings from cert
Kingdon Ward looked at the nurseryman fr
1956 RHS -~ RCYB (p, 48) he wrote: 'Some nurse
numbers, claiming that the public wants names
wrong names,' ‘

/ " Much of this loss is due

7/ many . large collections of speci
taxes people with anything of v
species do take a
Dr .C.H.Phette

]
d

o
a

r
4

d or unkept state that
through the appalling
¥ these days, Many

ppened in America and
- QB, April 1967, p.74):
om the Rock (1949) seed
er 18 years half of
set a bud., This of
commercial nurseryman
are not grown, Each
plants that excite
en, and quite a number
if they never flowered,
re who ask if they
in plants,!'

E off their real beauty.

pm another angle, In the

ymen dislike collectors!
even if they are the

The late Dr Harold Fletcher reckoned thal in 1961, 98 per cent
of rhododendrons sold in north-west USA were hybrids,
What, the reader may ask, is the future for species and why am

I so keen to preserve as many ag possible in

reason for congerving so many forms of Bpecie
have a pool for breeding purposes. Who knows
emerge from many species as yet never used in
Phetteplace says, many species take years to

potential, Nowadays, people are so impatient
Surely, for sheer interest, delicate beauty ai
nothing among the vast majority of hybrides to
would go as far ags to say that few gpecles la
and nearly all are worthy of space in large c
attractive species will always be rare becaus
but none the less, for posterity's gake, thes
to die out in cultivation,

What is being done to conserve species i
Foundation in the USA now seems firmly establ
near Tacoma, Washington, after various diffict
history. Let's hope it goes from strength to
its collection year by year,

Should we have a species project in Brita
the idea before he retired from the Royal Bot:
and he even asked for lists of aubthentic mate:
numbers, Personally, I feel that the RBG, Ed|
just such a scheme (in fact a start has been 1
of their gardens at Edinburgh and Benmore. Ti
carried out by a botanist and horticulturist
All major collections of species should be 8y4
and the desirable propagating material select
rare specles may not now exist% under collecto
provided they pass as average for the gpecies
propagated. Only with this type of project wi
drain on the total species resources in this
present, no other country has more than a smal
species material that we still cultivate here

The newly regenerated Rhododendron Group
effort to have rare rhododendrons more widely
distributed. The idea is to gain co-operatio
the best collections and any nurseéryman willi
sell these plants, In theory, this plan look
it luck, but I am afraid that with the less p
doomed to failure because people would not pa
prices the nurserymen would have to charge.

Fine collections do still exist a
expanding, No individual or nursgery can now
scratch the surface and any hope of a volunta
American Species Foundation is out of the que
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ardens ? One important
in cultivation is to

what fine results may
hybridizing? As Dr

how their full
for quick results.
d charm, there is

equal the species, I

tk some degree of merit

llections, The less-
few people want themn,
should not be allowed

gardens 7 The Species
shed in its new home

11t periods in its

gtrength and increases

in ? Fletcher broached

anic Garden, Edinburgh,

ial with colledtors’

inburgh could carry out

ade), making full use
is work should be
n close asgociation,
tematically vigited
d. Obviously some
g' numbers but

they should be
11 the year by year
ountry ‘be halted,
1 percentage of the

At

is making a wvaliant
propagated and .
between the owners of
g to propagate and
promising and T wish
pular items, it is

Y the extremely high

nd some|of these are still

osgibly do more than
¥ body like the
tion here considering
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"the American scheme nearly foundered,

Only a

government-financed

organization could be capable of fulfilling the many years®
travelling and the study needed for the compleftion of the task,
A new site, complete with the necessary botanicel and horticultural

. Tacilities would be ideal, but with our countr
at;-present, this may have to remain a pipe dre
‘warthwhile 'job of this, I cannot overemphasize
botanical~horticultural team to work hand-in-h
of the best herbarium collection, which happen

. The best way to make people aware of the
to have as many collections as possible open t

v in the gtate it is
am, To imake a really
.the need for a

and in the proximity
g to be in Edinburgh.
beauty of species is
the public, These

should be clearly and correctly lgbelled and tﬁe individual plants

should be grown where they can develop into fi
0

be overcrowded. It is regretted that owing %

e specimens and not
human error, most

collections have many wrongly named species, gven sometimes whexe

they have collectors' numbers attached,

mammoth but worthwhile task to check numbered
corresponding herbarium specimens, Some colle
mixing seed or collecting specimens that were
gseed, While natural hybrids are commonplace i
‘seedlings, most mix-ups occur later,
Many of the finest species gardenwise ardg
largely due to difficulty of propagation or th
1ittle known, Others are too delicate for mos
it is unfortunate that those people living in
or with suitable micro-climates, are often rel
with the less hardy species. Forxr authentic sy
rare specles should be propagated vegetatively
garden use they can be produced much more ches
%uantitiea by using hand-pollinated or wild cg
rovided good parents are selected, these seed
be well up to the average quality for each giv

1

s

E

ren species,

Muddles can take place at
all stages, from the gathering of the seed onwards.

It would be a
plants with the
ctors were guilty of
different from the

n many batches of

still very scarce,
eir qualities being
t of the country and
favoured localities
uctant to experiment
ecles collections,
but for general
rly and in greater
llected seed,
lings should prove to
For
of Plants, p.69.

-comments on self-gsown seedlings, see Selection
' Do please retain collectors' numbers whe

‘ever possible as these

are the only way of referring back to where they were collected and

by whom, Seedlings off cultivated numbered p
that number, but can of course be referred to
such a number, So much interest can be inspi
history of a plant and often quite a little s
" A few enthusiasts have endeavoured to im
by growing generations of hand-pollinated see
clones for hardiness, size and colour of flow
only be a long-term project, which requires m
g0 that few people have carried out a very wo
G.G.Nearing of New Jersey, USA has worked on
ineluding fortunei, while Powell Glass worked
white catawbiengse. In Britain, Mrs Stevenson
of, Tower Court, bred selections of concinnum
augustinii, and dilaprepes, Many generations
a required goal but i1t would not be too 4diffi
enthusiasts to try one or two species .each,
prerhaps the most useful aim., Seedlings shoul
substantial gquantities and subjected to cold
save room, these seedlings can be closely pla
weather to take its toll. Select the hardies
with, Worthwhile species to try in Britain mf
Triflorums and some of the hardier scented le
lindleyi, crassum and edgeworthii, Most of
gquickly from seed and one person, provided he
enough, should be able to grow sufficient gen
%o0. produce tangible results, "

Bulletin Bditor's additional observation,

ants should not keep
as having come from
ed by looking into the
ory can be found,
rove certain species
lings and selecting
r and habit, This can
ch space and patience,
thwhile undertaking,
everal gpecies
on making a pure
(later Mrs Harrison)
geudoyanthinum Group,
ay be needed to reach
ult for a few
nereasing hardiness is
be grown in
t an early stage. To
ted and left for the
known forme to start
ght be many of the
idotes such as
hese flower relatively
or she starts young
rations of seedlings

PETER CO0X. (FEnd of extwract).

-— -

When the new Year Book finally does arriwe, members will find
an article there which had gone off to the pr%nter before Mr Cox's

book was published. It is on the subject of
of-which has been concerning me for some time,
with the last three paragraphs of the extract

o lacteum, the future

ettt

Read in conjunction
set out above, some
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of the views I expressed about lacteum are seen to coincide with
some ‘of Mr Cox's, I strongly support him in encouragement he
glves to smaller growers in the last paragraph; a few sympathizers
. may care to turn their special attention %o the challenge of first
preserving, and then improving, the species wyhich has so often been

‘called.the best yellow, but which does not ¢

in securing its. own future,

AWMERTCAN CORNER AND HYBRIDIZING.
‘ 'Mé Group's Hon. Treagurer, Mr David Farnes, has received a

Lo

© CAMELLIAS.

¢ February 1980, from Group member Mr R.P.Wake

meeting’ of September.1979.
-this Group at & cost of five dollars (U.S.);
n
jthis. address: -

bolen
3

: the ground in the open:- : :

-operate with mankind

- em s mm e ey o e e e o

“communication from member Mr Howard Kubn ‘of USA, which contains
. matter which will be of interest to other members.

Mr Kuhn himself

has a special interest in breéding for indumentum qualities.
277 His information i& that the New York Chapter 'of the American
Rhododendron Society has produced a report ‘on the Hybridizers!

running to.about fifty pages, Copies are av

A.R.S8. NEW YORK CHAPTER", should be.sent to
4 ‘55 Ce¢cilia Dr.,
TRV ‘Mutton’ Town,
na T + o NY11791, U.S.A.
When we have had time to digest this re
will be given, probably in the next bulletin

o mp s me Me e e em S MR e e e my m ms e

The Chairman has received the following

"L thought that you would be interested
first flowers on my camellias here at Wimble

;Lady-Clare‘

Jan 12

Feb 1 Optima
8 St. Bwe
10 Yoibijin
14 Saccho Verdg
18 Barbara Hil

This is said %o be a lengthy document

ailable to members of
cheques,made -out to
My Kuhn direct, at

port, furtper‘details

[ A e mm we e = e mm e em

note, dated 20th
ford of Wimbledon,

%o have news of the
don - they arée all in

lier,

-St. Ewe now has over 30 flowers out with many more to come.

Saccho Vera is.as beautiful as any rose but

The Editor imagines that there will be
who envy Mr Wakeford his ehcouraging start +

- em . em mm e M tE aw e wm e e e e we

CAMELLIA CHOICE, '. A new propositio£lby the

1ls affected by frost."

quite a few members
0 the Camellia Year,

— e e ew W e me Sm e e

Editor,

Most. of us express our personal preferences from time +o

time, perhaps in shops such as clothing shop
or during deliberations about the next car,

quite a lot, and gardeners are no' exception.|-

world there is-a 'lot of mcope for this, and:
‘into print in-the Year Books, beginning as 1
Usually the subject has bden rhododendrons -
gometimes hybride, .gometimes hybrids-which-m
only someorie -had got round td mdking them),

featured less often (i.e. in 'our' Year Books)

8 or the butcher's,
Hobbyists do it
Within our Group
many members have gone
ong ago ag the fifties,
gometimes species,
ight-have~been ( if
Camellias have

not, in my too-limited experience, been feat
approaching a 'Symposium!', The Concise Oxfo
its explanation of this word with:= " Ancie
drinking-party, with music, dgncers or conv

concludes with " set of contributions on oné
authors and points of view in magazine etec,

our Bulletins would qualify under the " etc,

8) and magnolisg have

ured in anything

rd Dictionary, begins

nt-Greek 'after-dinner

reation"; but it
subject from various
", :and I amsure that

.“ - ,‘Inl
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In the Rhododendron and Camellia Year Baok for 1956 the

distinguilshed panel who gave their choice had each been asked by
My Synge for a selection of five favourlite rHododendrons, They
were people distinguished for, among other things, great experience
‘amorig rhododendrons, and they could all, presumably, choose with
confidence, Many smaller-scale growers would fight shy of exposing
limitations on the width of thelr experience|imposed on them by
modern conditions or. other causes., This.would be perfectly ..

understandable, So, in proposing a symposium which may appeal
to a wide range of our membership, I am going to ask for .
contributions under different rules, Firgt, the subject is to

be camellias, any type. Second, only one 'kind' or 'variety' -~
%g;x one, with no alternatives or expanding of the cholce,

hird, explicit reasons for the choice are more important than the
chotce itaglf, although this will, of course, prove interesting
over the whole event, Such matters as geographical location of
the member's garden, climate (and perhaps degree of sun-ripenivig),
freedom, frequency and time of flowering, growth and proportions
all seem to me to have an interest '‘for certain members., ILength of
contribution is not critical; from 60 to 200|words seems to be a
range which gives scope for both ¢ritical explanation and eulogy.,
Contributions from Brig o' Doon ( or Brigadobn ) country would be
egpecially welcome, You can do the chogging| BEFORE dinner - with
the sherry if you wish -« and you don't have_po have dancers,

I am taking BEditor's privilege :and doini the first one, helow,

Camellis 'Charles Colbert', Named in Australia in 1959.

E I bought my.plant from Mr .David Trehane!s nursery in December
1976; it was a good bushy specimen just over| three feet high, and
bore a few buds. Now, April 1980, it is alx| feet high ‘and bears

Jjust over a hundred flower-buds, Even without flowers it i1s
probably. the most handsome plant in my gardep, although I have to
confess that I do not grow other camellias well - as yet.
: .When I chose it I wanted an upright evergreen of some
distinction to place heside the east-facing front door in the new
extension to this Vietorian-looking lodge or| cottage in Mid-Sussex.
To quote the !'Trehane Camellias' catalogue of the time, " The
gsemi~double flowers have no blue; they are 4-in, bowls of creamy
pink, Ideal for small gardens, as a dot-plant among other
evergreens, and for a labour-saving hedge or screen," This is
now shown to be an excellent description; in his current catalogue
Mr Trehane is saying " A strikingly beautiful feature plant growing
upright and narrow, to perhaps five or six fleet wide"; I showld
think this dimension will be reached in two |or three years from
now. The colour is my favourite camellie cdlour, and I am seldom
ettracted to heavy petalage in camellias ~ this one usually has
ten to fifteen petals, opening in April, and they are beautifully
..formed, When over, they shatter and leave the plant quite clean,
The leaves are a rich dark green and unfallingly glogsy; gbout
three inches long by one and a quarter wide, 'pointed, and-neatly
gserrated. 'Charles Colbert' may have some fault or other, but so
far ,there is no sign of one, - B g e o

’ I usually pronounce the name as though.|it were Englisgh, but
I imagine it was probably named by Professor Waterhouse after the
youhger brother of France's brilliant seventeenth~century Minister
of Finance, Jean-Baptiste Colbert; Charles|too was: quite a notable
individual, I consider the camellia 'Charles Colbert' to be, in
its own way, equally distinguished. Like ajcorner of the Gibson
rhododendron garden at Glenarn, it is ' worth a look ',

'K?NNETH_LOWES.

BULLETIN NO. 13,

This will be dated July and has a good chance, as things
presently appear, of being issued then, Hopever, it depends on
‘contributions, and I hope they will be forthcoming in generous
quantity by 30th June. :

EDITOR.
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